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Pros and cons of legalizing marijuana
Recreational marijuana, famously known as an adult- use marijuana was first legalized in Washington and Colorado. Numerous scientific researches have been done and it has been discovered that marijuana had way more pros than cons. Among the advantages of the legalization of marijuana are; it has a lot of medicinal value. It is used in optical centers to treat eye dysfunctions such as glaucoma. Such diseases often lead to blindness if not treated well. However, marijuana reduces the pressure caused to the eye as a result of glaucoma and keeps the pain away. Additionally, marijuana helps in controlling seizure that result from epileptic attacks, reduces stress and anxiety and help in relaxation of brain muscles (Suryadevara et al., 2017). Besides, the drug is used in small portions as an anesthetic and helps to relieve pain during operations. Finally, marijuana treats appetite loss associated with conditions such as tuberculosis, HIV, and cancer.
Many pieces of research done have established that when compared to other drugs that have already been legalized such as alcohol and tobacco, marijuana is less harmful. Unlike tobacco which is taken by smoking, cannabis does not need to be smoked. Products such as topical pain reliefs and other non-smoking applications are now availed thus reducing the risk of getting diseases such as lung cancer that is brought about by smoke. It has also been established that marijuana is a safer pain reliever than other prescriber drugs such as opioids which are highly addictive. 
Secondly, the legalization of marijuana helps to boost a country's economy. Marijuana is one of America's most selling agricultural products. It has brought a lot of untold revenue for the country. The production of marijuana has also provided a lot of skilled and unskilled jobs for the general population (Patel et al., 2019). An estimation done has discovered that a lot of money that could have been used in the country’s development was wasted trying to endlessly fight the use of marijuana. However, if marijuana is legalized and regulated, the industry generates billions of cash from the production and sale of the drug.
Thirdly, legalized marijuana is regulated for consumer well-being and safety. There is a set standard required for legalized cannabis which includes testing; meaning consumers are made well aware of the product they are consuming. Unlike street marijuana, legalized cannabis must undergo compulsory analysis thus ensuring it is safe for human consumption. Besides, legalized marijuana places control of the market in the government's hands thus helps to stage out black markets and takes away money from criminal's hands and drug cartels. Legalization brings an end to black markets as the dealers no longer have to sell them illegally. When the business is licensed and regulated by the government, the dealers pay revenue and thus money is taken away from criminal gangs.
Finally, the legalization of marijuana leads to a decrease in crime rates and puts an end to costly enforcement of marijuana laws that burden the judiciary and police. Initially, marijuana accounted for most of the manufacturing and sale drug arrests. Ever since its legalization, the pressure on the judicial system has reduced as there it’s no longer a need for illegal smuggling and procession of the drug.
However, legalized marijuana also has a lot of cons. Among them include, marijuana is addictive. Once one starts abusing the drug, it is very difficult to stop and an attempt to stop may lead to fatal withdrawal symptoms and anxiety which may eventually result in death. The long-term effects of the drug such as diseases and addiction may cause a lot of burden for taxpayers that far over the way its revenue returns. For example, in Colorado where the drug has been legalized, citizens spend a lot of money to do away with the negative effects of legalization (Resko et al., 2019). Moreover, the legalization of marijuana has made many youths start abusing other drugs. A study done has shown that adolescents who abuse cannabis are more vulnerable to use other illicit drugs such as cocaine. Apprehensions have also been raised about the level of sway the cannabis industry has over the conscripting of legislation since its motivation is profit intensification and not public health. 
Legalized cannabis has led to a decrease in productivity of the workforce and a lack of safety in workplaces. It has been proven that workers who use marijuana are less dedicated to their duties than those who do not abuse the drug. In the US, cannabis abuse has led to a lot of absenteeism, job turnovers, worker compensation claims, and accidents among workers. Further, cannabis abuse leads to deterioration in mental health. Studies show that marijuana smokers suffer from limited blood flow into the brain, memory loss, depression, and increased likelihood of schizophrenia. It also leads to lung problems such as lung cancer due to the high intake of smoke into the lungs by cannabis smokers.
Also, cannabis is bad for the environment since the plant requires double of the water used to grow other crops such as grapes. Thus growing cannabis may cause deforestation, river diversion, soil erosion, and destruction to habitats. Legalized marijuana may also cause financial constraints to the medical system. This is because of the need to treat those who are addicted and also those who became addicts of other drugs after starting to abuse marijuana. Finally, the abuse of marijuana may cause an increase in the prizes of property (Hasin, & Walsh,2021). A study was done in Colorado and the US discovered that legalized cannabis has led to an increase in the prices of land and houses. Thus, the general population has even started getting worried due to the fear of cannabis retailers negatively affecting their home value.
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